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GARY onomas ROE, The 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
TASK FORCE REPORT 
LEAK TO PRESS 

PRIVACY ACT; 
PERSONNEL MATTER 


Bee ee 
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Re J. C. Lawn to Mr. “Mullen memorandum, 2/28/80; 
hilip B. Heymann memorandum to the Director dated 
March 11, 1980, and Buairtel to WFO dated 4/8/80. 


Enclosed for WFO are 2 copies each of the 
following: 


(1) Department of Justice, Office of Professional 
Responsibility, memorandum dated 2/19/80, with 2 
"New York Times” articles attached, dated 2/17 & 18/8G; 


(2) Heymann memorandum to the birector dated 
March 11, 1980; nye a4: 
(3) A typed paper dated 4/8/80, of Shaheen's ARREST emer stn 
record of dissemination of the Rowe Task 
Force report. 9 MAY S jae 


Also enclosed is the original of the Task Foret “8 cto, 

report dated July, 1979, further described in the 

body of this communication, which was received 

from Mr. Shaheen on 4/8/&0. - ener 
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Exec AD Adm. __ 
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Referenced memorandum dated 2/28/80, advised 
that the Bureau investigation into this matter shofild be 
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Airtel to SAC, WFO 
RE: GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 


"7/30/79 ~ Memo to Dir. Webster forwarding cy 
Rowe Task Force Report 


7/30/79 ~ Memo to AG forwarding cy Rowe Task 
Force Report ; 

7/30/79 ~- Memo to DAG forwarding cy of Rowe 
Task Force Report 


(Copies of memo and report to: Mike Kelly, Phil Jordan, 
Frederick Baron, Charles Ruff and Paul Michel) 


8/15/79 - Memo to John Farley, Civil Division w/cy 
Rowe Task Force Report 


10/13/79 - Buckslip to Alan Kornblum w/cy Rowe Task 
Force Report." 


Mr. Shaheen stated two other Task Force members are cur-~ 
rently employed at the Department of Justice. Mr. John R. Fleder. 
is the Assistant Chief of Consumer Affairs, Antitrust 
Division, phone number and William M. Logan is_in 
_ the Criminal Section of the Tax Division, phone number 

Mr. Sheheen_advi edge Mr. Horn- 
blower resides at Washington, D. C., 
telephone number Mr. Sheheen advised that 


Airtel to SAC, WFO 
RE: GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 


Mr. Shaheen provided the FBIHQ representatives with 
a copy of the Task Force report entitled "THE FBI, THE 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR.," dated 
July, 1979, prepared by “Ralph Hornblower, III, Donald R. 
Burkhalter, John R. Fleder, William M. Logan, Marydale Drury, 
Researcher, from the Office of Professional Responsibility, 
Office of the Attorney General, United States Department of 
Justice, which consists of 269 pages of the report proper, 
plus Appendix I from page 1 - 7; Appendix II - pages 8 - 11 
and Appendix III-A, pages 12 - 28, Appendix III-B - 
pages 29 - 48, and Appendix ITII-C - pages 49 ~- 51, are 
attached following page 269. 


Airtel to SAC, WFO 
RE: GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 


NOTE: This communication provides a summary of investigation 


conducted by FBIHQ personnel, as well as background 
information, including enclosures of documents, to provide 
WFO with adequate information to initiate the investigation. 
FBI personnel referred to in the communication are as 


follows: Interview of Kathie Levitz was conducted by 
iS) i 


ee hael_E. Shaheen, Jr., 
was conducted by SAS and[ 


Boe cap e Sp Pe ee UNITED STATES covernment/H™ 


oe —  tnemorandum 


SUBJECT: Request for Criminal Investigation of Unauthorized 
Disclosure of Rowe Task Force Report 


ro: . Philip B. Heymann 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


Died Wate 


Attached are two articles from the New York Times 
dated February 17 and 18, respectively, that indicate 
an unauthorized disclosure of the Rowe Task Force Report 
may have occurred. This report was completed by a task 
force of four attorneys under the direction of this 
Office and copies had been forwarded to the Offices of 
the Attorney General, the Acting Deputy Attorney General, 
and the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
for their consideration. 


Because we believe there may be violations of the 
criminal sanctions of the Privacy Act, as well as 
violations of Rule 6(e), Federal Rules of Criminal 
Procedure, it is requested that you initiate a criminal 
investigation of this apparent unauthorized disclosure. 
Since all members of this Office, as well as the Task 
Force members, had the capability of being the source 
of the unauthorized disclosure, I am recusing this 
Office from participation in any investigation. However, 
we will cooperate fully with any inquiry you may initiate. 


3 dee cate 3 eas 
Signed: y MW kene nach w, Sweets 
as 


Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., Counsel 
Office of Professional Responsibility 


cc: Attorney General 

| Director, FBI 
Acting Deputy AG 
Thomas Henderso 
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: the Klansmen, Robert E. Chambliss, was | it says that field agents knew the ine 
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, ‘ously undisclosed role that Mr. Hoover 

Federal Report Says Hoover Barred |sieyet'in tiocing prosoation 12 te 

bs . e.|6 COU» e __|case, which in Reade ie Laine 

a single t e 
Trial for Klansmen in ’63 Bombing |igr nae Sista 

The report shows that by December 

1964, the Birmingham F.B.I. office had 

made what one of Mr. Hoover’s top aides 

called “a significant in 

-Hithe case. Field agents had eyewitness 

testimony from three persons who sald 

they saw Mr. Chambilss and three associ- 

ates near the church about eight hours be- 
fore the bomb exploded. 

“The Birmingham field office urged 
the bureau to present this evidence to the 
Department of Justice in order to obtain 
a prosecutive opinion,” the report states, 
“but Director Hoover overruled, explain- 
ing that the ‘chance of successful prose- 
cation. .. is very remote’.” 

The report states that, five months 
later, the Birmingham office tried again, 

Mr. Hoover that it had strong 
evidence, “that the bombing was the 
jhandiwork of former Klansmen, Robert 
+E. Chambliss, Bobby Frank Cherry, Her- 
man. Frank Cash, Thomas E. Blanton 
Jr.” and probably a fifth man, now de- 


‘ 


Finds F.B.L. Director Blocked Prosecution Twice After 
_ Agents Named 4 Suspects in Fatal Alabama Blast 


22 hop + * ++, + ByHOWELLRAINES 


rd - amy ¢ . 


SpectaltoTheNew York Times 0 * 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — J. Edgar| dren died, despite polygraph, or lie-detec- 
Hoover bipcked prosecution of four Ku | tor, results that convinced bureau agents 
Klux Klansmen identified by agents of | that he had been involved in the crime. 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation as| The Klansman worked for the F.B.I. 
the bombers who killed four black chil- | for two years even though the bureau con- 
dren at the 16th Street Baptist Church sidered him so dangerous that, in 1964, it 
bere in 1963, according to a Justice De- | warned the Secret Service to keep him 
partment report. under surveillance as a threat to the 
_ ;Asaresult, it was 14 years before one of President, the report states. In addition, 


convicted of murder.” The conviction | former engaged in attacks on blacks 
came five years after the death in 1972 of while on the bureau's payroll. . 
-Mr. Hoover, who was director of the| The disclosures are contained in a 302- 
-F.B.1. The other three Klansmen identi- | page document compiled by a Justice De- 
tied as alleged accomplices have never partment panel assigned to investigate 
“deen indicted. separate but related allegations invalv- 
The report, obtained by The New York|ing another F.B.I. informer, Gary 
Times, also discloses that a fifth suspect | Thomas Rowe Jr. The department study 
§m the bombing was hired by the F.B.I. as / was begun in an effort to determine 
a paid informer two months after the chil- | whether’ Mr. Rowe was involved in racial 
4 crimes while he was on the payroll as the 
’ "F.B.1."s chief informer inside the Bir- 
+ gingham Klan in the 1960's. F 
The report of the Rowe Task Force was 
. completed seven months ago, but the Jus- 
- tice Department has refused to release it. 
An official said its release could preju- 
b Alice an impending trial of Mr. Rowe, who 
K tsunder indictment for murder in the 1965 
*<'geath of Viola Gregg Liuzzo, a white civil 
sights marcher from Detroit. However, 
there is speculation, some of it within the 


Climate of Outrage Cited 


opinion favoring prosecution.” This ap- 
parently meant that white outrage over 
}:|the murder of children was so great that 
the usual difficulties in trying racial 
in Birmingham would not be a 
problem. The F.B.I.’s Special Agent in 
Charge at B asked for permis- 
sion fo meet with the United States Attor- 
ney and the local prosector, as well. 
Mr. Hoover that “the 
chance of prosecution in state or Federal 
Court is very remote,’ according to the 
task force report, and he ordered that no 


” 


aide, Mr. Hoover wrote, “We must not 


, : ‘i liday Evening Post.” - ~  - 
srontly covered up Mr, Rowe s involvement ||| In another F.B.1. memo, Mr. Hoover is 
um nonfatal attacks on blacks. But the 
“Sawyers added that there was “no evi- 
2 dence from’ F.B.J. files’ to support alle- 
> gations that Mr. Rowe was also involved 
la ae = ‘at Birmingham and not given details.” In 


count of what the F.B.I. knew about the 
to 


bombing was never passed to Mr. Hoov- 
ae Department superiois. 


o5 | pete 


DOS-197732 


f iegespchrr ding his staff for telling 
ustice too many details . 


the end, the task force found, the full ac- . 


i 
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direct evidence than was available to 
r. Hoover in 1964, when the Director 
‘yuled against prosecution. 

J. In describing the information that went 
to Mr. Hoover, the report provides the 
: detailed account to come to light of 
‘how the F.B.I. believed the bombing took 
{ aruoetblae: account was besed on F.B.I. 


The repo 


» presum- 
ably Cash or Cherry, waiting inside.” The 
witness, Mr. Tarrant, then saw the fourth 
batt coming toward the car from the 


Confirmation by Witness 


-*t"°The report said this account was con- 


‘firmed in part by a third witness, Kirthus 
Glenn of Detroit, who sald she saw Mr. 
Chambliss sitting near the church in a 
car she later identified as belonging to 
Mr. Blanton. Mrs. Glenn was a key wit- 


in the 1977 trial that sent Mr. Cham- | aborted plot 


lDliss to prison for life. The names of the 
‘tother men surfaced in the investi- 
tion and at the trial of Mr. Chambliss, 
tno were filed against them. 
The report notes that Mr. Tarrant has 


story. But the in that 
was independently confirmed by 
lenn’s, suggests that fear of Klan 


“action 
tavolved in 


since recanted his statement to the F.B.1. 


violent attecks on blacks that 
his F.B.1. control agénts, or “handlers,”* 
‘or faiied to report, ap 


ne task force. vets ee. The 
Field agents 101d the task torce that j dence to 


violence against blacks was essential, if 
regrettable, to maintaining an informer’s 
cover as a militant segregationist. This 
theory allowed for the hiring of -the in- 
{former who was reported to the Secret 
,, Service. He appears in the task force re- 
, port under the pseudonym “Huey Lips- 
comb." His real name, according to other 
documents obtained by The Times, was 
John Wesley Hall. Now deceased, Mr. 
all was a convicted felon known by the 
lan nickname of “Nigger.” 


Value in Violent Nature 


Mr. Hall's agent “handler,” Robert 
Murphy, told the task force that Mr. 


Mr. Murphy said, “you've got to go into 
the water.” 


F.B.I. doguments make it clear that 
this view was shared in Washington. The 
bureau uarters was informed when 
Mr. Hall was first contacted as a poten- 


the | tial.informer that agents in Birmingham 


believed that Mr. Hall ‘‘undoubtedly par- 
palewapa in some of 3: *s minor 


At the dme of Mr. Hall's hiring, Mr. 
-| Hoover's office had also been informed 


bombing of 16th Street Baptist Church 
and may have participated in some way 
in the bombing or the planning thereo!.”” 

| Mr. Hoover's office had also been in- 
formed that Mr. 


leader, as part of 
plot exposed by Mr. Rowe. F.B.I. head- 
“quarters in Washington also had on file a 
report that Mr. Hall was part of an 
to blow up an 

Holiday Inn in Knoxville. Tenn. 


-; =. Warnings Said to Be Futile 
Mr. Hall was candid with his F.B.I. 


agents who him 
transported for Mr. Chambliss 
that might have been used to blow up the 
Church, the task force report sald. He 
also assured agents that while he would 
avoid major acts of violence, he was “not 
ae to ‘knocking a nigger on the 


‘no record in F.B.1. files that.agents ad- 
vised Mr. Hall “not to take part in vio- 
lence or that 


nating that he admit. 
ted ha 


Warnings would have been futile, Mr. 
Murphy told the 
not in oo 
de said, “to not engage in violence. 
“In eu of warnings, Mr. Mi 
he adopted the policy.of 


expos BLOG a Oa te ae li 
indicate that the F.B.1. migh' 

have signed up Mr. Hall as an informer 

ahopes of convicting 


Hall's value as an informer lay in hig-viow. 
lent nature. “If you want to catch fish," 


contacts in Birmingham. He told the 
that he had 
dynamite 


Even 90, the task force found, there is 
ac ee 


termi- 
to bia cks."7* about MEfirke va dre 


task force. ‘It just was: 
the man's constitutional makeup,”” 
%. 
all de- 
tails of Mr. Hall's violence except “how 


*.. was involved in the bombing of a black 
lawyer's home and in the explosion on 
Sept. 25, 1905, of two shrannc? bombs ar 
. parenuy intended to kill blacks and police 
officers, the task force report sai¢. But 
these charges seem tn have penerated I. 
tle, if any investigative activii, . 4. repors 
that Mr. Hall struck a white thocterrr 
with a battery cabie was dismissed as a 
matter for the local police. Once Mr. H2!l 
-became an informer, efforts to explore 
his role in the church bombing seemed to 
lessen, according to F.B.1. documents ex- 
amined by the task force. 


‘& + $420 Pald Over 2 Years 


Mr. Hall was a good enough informer 
for the Birmingham office to ask Wash- 
ington to upgrade him from probationary 
to full informer status. In two yerrs, Mr. 
Hall received 420 from the F.B.1., a pi:- 
tance compared with the $22.00¢ Mr. 
Rowe receivec, but it was Nr. Has., ur 
aware that Mr. Rowe also worked for the 

F.B.I., who warned the bureau that Mr. 


,_ Rowe might be planning the violence he 
+, was hired to monitor. 
i Mr. Hall told the F.B.I. that Mr. Rowe 
force found. According to Mr. Hall, “any 
violence which came from Eastview 
Klavern 13 would have to be okayed by al! 
when, according to the F.B.J., present or 
former Eastview members and their as- 
Socjates bombed the 16th Street Church. 
violence. Nor could the task force find 
, any evidence that the F.B.I. ever investi- 
"gated another tip about Mr. Rowe from 
‘who, while not direct participants, “had 
knowledge” of the church bombing. 
Ini ‘when the Alabama authorities 


° 


| Was one of three members on Eastview’'s 
Klokan, or securit;’ committo:, the tasi: 
three of these individuals,” including Mr. 
Rowe. Mr. Hall added that the year in 

- which Mr. Rowe held this power was 1963, 
The task force couis find nu record ihat 
the bureau ever investigated to see if Mr. 
Rowe, in fact, held veto power over Kian 
.,| Mr. Tarrant, the informer who providea 
the main information about the bombing. 
He listed Mr. Rowe among 1] Klansrner: 


reopened the church-bombing case, Mr. 
Rowe voluntarily took two polygraph 
tests that seemed to confirm what Mr. 
Tarrant told the F.3.1. in 194. One ex- 
aminer said Mr. Rowe “showed strong 
and consistent unresolved deception re- 
gponses’’ when he denied being with the 
men who placed the’ bomb. A second ex- 
aminer, selected by Mr. Rowe, concluded 
‘that his “deceptive” answers were af the 
kind seen on the polygraph “‘wken‘e-per- 
gon J¢- ‘withholding - vital-iAformauon"” 
¥ thartiovernwy his: 


ceport 


. 


offers little pat 
in 
him. Mr. Rowe, for 


anstance, tid the F.B.1. that Mr. Hail 
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i My By HOWELL RAINES : EAE 
. Special to The New York Times a, 
‘; BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 3 of the 
’ Federal Bureau of Investigation knew 
about and apparently covered up involve- 
ment in violent attacks on blacks, civil 
rights activists and journalists by its 
’ chief paid informer inside the Ku Klux 


dgnored Violence by informer * 


t report. 

But department investigators found no 
* conclusive evidence to support eliega- 
. tions that the informer, Gary Thomas 
Rowe Jr., was also involved in a series of : 
racial killings while on the bureau payroll 
from 1960 to 1965, according to the report, 
which was. obtained bere. by The New 

York Times. 
* The investigators found that Mr. Rowe 
avas a leader in the Kian beatings here of | 
, Freedom Riders i 196] in the incident 
" that ushered in three years of violent ra- 
cial confrontation in Birmingham. 

The report also criticizes the bureau 
for failing to protect the Freedom Riders 
after its Director, J. Edgar Hoover, was 


informed in advance about the ambush 
and was informed that Mr. Rowe, armed 
‘with a lead-weighted baseball bat, would 
sdead one of the Klan attack squads. : 


‘The Justice Department 
los Mr. Rowe began 


him 
that killed four black girls and 
(that Mr. Rowe had told the 
;thoritias be had killed: 


1978, also ordered investiga Geter. 
mine if Mr. Rowe was Levolved in the 
enon of Viola Grege "Ltunto, @ Civil 
; Which he was indicted when the Senn 

es reopened their inquiry into ° 
the i965 alaying. 0 gam sE, fF 
». DOLI9TI-12 ° 
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and 
aJustice Dept Study Finds Agents a 


eo te oot 


eT ee ET Oe Un SoReal ay 


Delay 
The four lawyers assigned by Mr. Bell 
te vs Rowe Sooner oper es force ae 


suing 
ment on the allegation that the bureau, by 
allowing its informer to participate in, 
. oo census aia to their’ 


' The ‘investigative - oe uae ag crs res 


partment was sald to Gat discio- ‘ot Mr. ra tee 
. ji use O. 
| Bees d'etre micas plan ccc, ee of | 
es on the use “nos The report is more conclusive as to Mr. 
investigative force found that the = Rowe's involvement in nonfatal Klan at- 


stacks. In general, the investigative force 
Pupports Mr, Rowe's contention that bu- 


t, noting that such rules imposed ineau agents initially warned him not to 
eek it made arya elated ‘cone involved {in violence but later ig- 
ie mored or. accept participation in 
In thelr repost, the tors drew Clan “missionary work" as essential ¢ 
Sareea r. Rowe's i tar ies i glesg 


‘Rowe's contention that he ' shot a black ; “Ht to their 1 
ee ee eee : 


Birmingham. However, the ‘report 
“firms that as early as 1965 Mr. Rowe had = eent’* of Mr. Rowe's violence, the force! 


* While unable to measure “the true ex- 


told one of his “handlers,” or control -documented six occasions when agents 
had clear reports of his assaults. Efforts 


Gid not inves | -tocontrol Mr. Rowe were uneven. Bureau 


Ggatethematter. .. -; <4. v4 ‘officials, for example, insisted at one 
* Wetoon Klan Violence -::* '%| «point that he resign as a leader, but not as| 
the im es ggpaadl ofa Klan oe yrs Mz, 
pol Bi from files linking . Hoover @ veport 

pyre to the church bom: re ;Rowe helped “deat up several N: 
Ying that the F.B.1. ever considered him ai _** 8n integrated park only 10 days after 
-saspect ** But some of the "s discov the director joned tion 
series | arabe aathe boa oat Reports tat Rowe was deeply in-; 
for. 2 finding dee apres rae "gatved in Kian viatence parently never; 
~. Bor Herm tivin ’ investigations Oo precisely 
5g op exerts, (Oe poaiedh aie what he was doing with his ew as 
ta a Klan source that Mr. (S0ciates,” the task “force states. | 
“Rowe had veto power over, wiolence | ‘As long as he was providing good intelli- 
t by the 49 Klav. | “: ; crstatk Howes on ‘tte 
“Een in 1963, the year members, former | ‘peared willing to sown in, 
“While the files do say so specifical-| 
»”” the report says, “it seems clear that 

, De was simply too valuable to abandon.” 
report ‘sien based 2 1 Sot the 
cau- on F.B.I. 
the papier peng eraser Ulninp poly Alpes a 
never that} in which members of the 
t. Rowe fired the fatal.buliet when the] cla! ality were assaulted at the Trail- 
p ac: 
hen a eae on the centra! 
jon . Pare 
ee 
to observe. 

The investigators found that *‘of the 


~at 


PSthe evidence available to an agent 

' “within bours of the incident,” the report 

said, *‘was such that it would have been 

difficult for him not to have known the 

full extent of Rowe’s involvement.” It 
adds, “However, there is nothing 

F.B.I. files which indicates he brought 


other agent “hap- 


‘According to the investigative force, 
‘Mr. Rowe was among the K] 


the names of 
diets.” 


Mr, Rowe was photographed as 
she beld Mr. Webb While otrs baat te 


‘fronted second photo acne who bad had 
a pher 
filmed the beating of the lirst. 
’ Street Fight With Blacks 
The second pi pher later identi- 
fied Mr. Rowe as the man who took det 
his camera. But be credited Mr. Rowe 
amith preventing another man from beat; 
‘ing him with a pipe, the report said. . 
The report states that Mr. Rowe and 
two other men rushed a radio 
cs that Mr. Rowe kicked out his automo- 


investigative ve force 
icnbe that FDA. agente in Bi 
&new that Mr. Rowe was involved in the 


Although the names of Mr. Rowe's 
handlers” were deleted from the Times | | 
copy of the report, bureau documents in- 
dicate that the handler at the time of the 
Freedom Riders was Barrett Pp, 
the agent who recruited Mr. Rowe to join 
ithe Kian. Other agents who have acknow- 


ie 


ying that he eaated the riders besten 
until “it looked like a bulldog got a hold of 


them." Mr. Hoover was also inform 
¢ the police had promised Klan 15 
to 20 minutes to beat the riders. 


¥.B.L Inaction Criticized 


Bureau files show that Mr. Hoover was 
further informed that Mr. Rowe had been 
RPC ES eet et Ene OCR UES | 


Theves Seon aeate states that “in hindsight, it 
is indeed unfortunate thet the bureau did 
not take edditiona! action to prevent vio- 
ence, such as notifying the Paperhat Ag Gen. 
and the United States Marshals Serv- 

ice, who might have been able to do some- 
°° “The bureau did conduct an ex- 
yhaustive investigation after the incident, 


The task force operated under the super- 
[Optics of Professional: Responsibly’ in 
ce 
‘the Justice Depertment. 2 
Although its main mission was to inves- 
gate Mr. Rowe's alieged 


| 
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+ Onthe alleged death of oe unidentified 
ack man, the investigative force's re- 
sport differs sherry wa Bed soles 2 sas 
I proem ge ice i ne 
rade bostital records that Mr. 
shot, ot, but id not hil, black man 
named Thomas Lyman. The Federal 
cited coroner’s records stating that 
oar. ssf ee HOS 


i Mr. McFall, . Rowe's handler in 
1963, denied that Me. Rowe the 
jalleged incident to him in that year and 
“that he refused to investigate. But the re- 
confirms that Mr. Rowe recounted 
Fee esos inc incident “five of six times’’ to 
an F.B.1. agent as early as 1965, 
ithe to his handler at that time, apparently 
r. Shanahan. Asked why. be did pot in- 
gt A etary re a 
.**By the time I hea: story, i 
lencush removed in time that I didn't feel 
jany overwhelming obligation to ee 
any investigation about it and Tdidn’t. 
, Another agent, apparently Mr. Blake, 
itold the Federal force that he permitted 
(Mr. Rowe to hit citizens even though the 
hinformer’s “fist was probably as danger- 


! ous as Some dangerous weapons. 
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The Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Philip B. Heymann PBH:Tini: KBL: plc 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


Investigation of Leak of Rowe Renort to Press 


We request that the Bureau conduct an investication into the 
facts surrounding the apparent unauthorized disclosure of the 
Rowe Task Force «Report to the New York Times. Because of the 
content of that report, such an unauthorized disclosure raises 
the strong possibility of violations of not only the Privacy 
Act, 5 U.S.C. §552(a) (i) (1), but also Pule 6(e), Federal Rules 
of Criminal Procedure. 


In a memorandum to the Criminal Division dated February 19, 
1980, Michael Shaheen, Jr., Counsel, Office of Professional 
Responsibility (OPR), noted that on February 17 and February 12, 
the New York Times carried front-page stories written by its 
Birmingham, Alabama, based correspondent, Howell Raines, 
describing and discussing the contents of a report prepared 
by a Department of Justice Task Force investigating Gary Thomas 
Rowe. The Task Force, composed of Department of Justice 
attorneys and supervised by OPR, had been investigating 
alleged criminal conduct by Rowe during the mid 1960's while 
he was also an FBI informant on Ku Klux Klan activities in 
Birmingham, Alabama. The report included summaries of testimony 
given before a federal grand jury as well as information which, 
because it could lead to their identification, threatened the 
safety of other FBI informants and their families. The Task 
Force submitted its final report in duly 1979, and then dis- 
banded. 


Despite a departmental decision to delay release of the 
report in any form at least until state criminal proceedings 
against Rowe arising from the murder of civil rights worker 
Viola Liuzzb> could be resolved, the Birmingham office of 
the New York Times received a copy of that report. The 
identity of the source of the report; the means by which it 
was transmitted to the Times and the circumstances prompting 
the unauthorized disclosure are unknown. 


We believe that the unauthorized disclosure of the sensitive 
contents of this report warrants investigation to resolve the 
questions raised above. We ask that the investigation include, 
although it certainly need not be restricted to the following: 
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1. An interview with each member of the Task Force 
concerning his/her knowledge of any facta relate 
to the disclosure. The Task Force members were: 


Palph Hornblower, TIT; 
Donald R. Burkhalter: 
John R. Fleder: 
William M. Logan: 
Marydale Drurv: 


(bach member of the Task Force received a cony of the 
Final report from OPR). 


2. An interview with the following members of the Office 
of Professional Responsibility concerning the same: 


Joseph F. Gross, Assistant Counsel 
David FP. Bobhzien, Assistant Counsel 


Robert B. Lyon, Assistant Counsel bé6 
Paralegal bIC 
Clerk-Typist 


To aid in your investicative effort, we alse include a 
list of-all the other individuals who received a cory of the 
final Task Force Report: 


Director Webster, FDI 
The Attorney General (Bell); 
The Deputy Attorney General (Civiletti): 
Michael J. Kelly, Counsellor to the Attorney General; 
J. Philip Jordan, Special Assistant to the Attorney General: 
Frederick Baron, Special Assistant to the Attorney General; 
Charles F.C. Ruff, Associate Deputy Attorney General; 
Paul R. Michel, Associate Deputy Attorney General: 
John Farley, Attorney, Civil Division; 
Allan Kornblum, Investigative Review Unit; 
James P. Turner, Deputy Assistant Attorney General, 
Civil Rights Division 


As early in the investigation as possible, but at least hefore 
Ralph Hornblower, Director of the Task Force,is interviewed, 
please have the agent to whom this case is assigned call 
Kathie Levitz, the Criminal Division attorney to whom this Dé 
case is assigned Po Please mark all investicative Ic 


reports to her attention. 
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4/8/80 


Copies of the Rowe Task Force Report were issued as 
follows: 


7/30/79 - Memo to Dir. Webster eeeeanaine ey 
Rowe Task Force Report 


7/30/79 - Memo to AG forwarding cy Rowe Task 
Force Report 


7/30/79 - Memo to DAG forwarding cy of Rowe 
Task Force Report 


(Copies of memo and report to: Mike Kelly, Phil Jordan, 
Frederick Baron, Charles Ruff and Paul Michel) 
8/15/79 - Memo to John Farley, Civil Division w/cy 


Rowe Task Force Report 


10/13/79 - Buckslip to Alan Kornblum w/cy Rowe Task 
Force Report 
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GARY TIOMAS ROWE, UR. : 
UeS. DSPARTMENT OF JUSTICE cee. OF 
TASK FORCE REPORT eo Roe 
LEAR ™ PRESS? i 


PRIVACY ACT; 
PERSONNEL MATTER 
on ae 
Re Bureau airtels to “TI? dated 4/8/80 and 4/11/30.'''} 


Bnelosed for New York is one copy of referenced 4/8/80 , 
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Pursuant to a Federal Grand 
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OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE 
WFO 5/20/80 


REPORT MADE BY TYPED BY 


REPORTING OFFICE 
Omaha 


TITLE OF CASE . 


GARY canned Sous JR. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
TASK FORCE REPORT 
LEAK TO PRESS 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


5/19/80 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


PRIVACY ACT 
PERSONNEL MATTER 


REFERENCE: WFO airtel to Omaha, dated 5/8/80. 
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- RUC - Pf bIC 
ENCLOSURES: : 
Enclosed for WFO is the original FD-302 reflecting ea 
interview of J PH F, GR t Omah bras 19/80, by ae 
Special Agents Also 


enclosed are the original interview notes pertaining to the 
interview of GROSS. 
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Copy to: 
Report of: SA Office: Omaha, Nebraska 
Date: 5/20/80 
Field Office File #: 187-10 Bureau File #: 
Title: GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
TASK FORCE REPORT 
LEAK TO PRESS 
Character: PRIVACY ACT 
PERSONNEL MATTER 
Synopsis: 


Joseph F. Gross, Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA), 
District of Nebraska, Omaha, Nebraska, former Assistant Counsel with 
the Office of Professional Responsibility, Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C., interviewed at Omaha, Nebraska, on May 19, 1980; 
Gross advised he had no knowledge of who was responsible or how the 
leak of the Department of Justice Task Force report in reference to 
Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., was affected. 


-RUC- 


DETAILS: 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions o ie . 18 € Property ontents 
1 fthe FBI. It the p ty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its content: 
ry 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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L Date of transcription 5/ 20/ 80 


Joseph F. Gross, Assistant United States Attorney 


(AUSA), District of_Nebraska, Omaha, Nebraska i 
Stree telephone esidin t 
the following information: 


Gross noted he was associated with the Office of 
Professional Responsibility (OPR), Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C., from April or May of 1977, to approximately 
February of 1980 as an Assistant Counsel. 


Gross advised he has no knowledge of who was 
responsible or how the leak of the Department of Justice 
Task Force report concerning Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., was 
affected. Gross stated he did not personally believe that 
the releasing of the Task Force report to the media would 
serve any useful purpose. 


Gross noted he had had access to drafts of the 
Task Force report, as well as the finished product. Gross 
stated that although the reports were controlled by copy numbers; 
that is, for example, one of. five, twr of five, et cetera, it 
would not have been unusual or against departmental regulations 
to take such materials from the office space of OPR. Gross 
further stated that he did not know if all copies of the report 
were accounted for on a daily hasis within OPR. 


Gross related there had been no meeting, official 
er unofficial, held at OPR to announce that the report would 
not be released to the public prior to the resolution of State 
charges against Rowe, but added that the timing of the leak 
coincided with the general decision made not to release the 
report. 


WFO 187-9 
Investigation on 5/19/80. at Omaha, Nebraska Ss rite xOMAHaA 187-10 


by See ee dictated __S/19/80 
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it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


toe \: ee i josie fay 
FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-78) ra ” 


t 

FBI . 
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: 
(_] Teletype (_} Immediate (.) TOP SECRET } 
(] Facsimile ( Priority ((] SECRET © 
(AIRTEL J Roatine (J CONFIDENTIAL 
(] UNCLAS EF TO 
[7] UNCLAS 
ae 6/6/80 | 


(ce arm cen ty me wee cee me rm wm me eee ees meee mem me ce er me mem ery mee ee ee ee ee 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI ed 
cae 


FROM SAC, ATLANTA (187-5) (RPC) (SQ 8) ‘ 
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GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR., wn xX} 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, Le 
“TASK FORCE REPORT 

LEAK TO PRESS 

PRIVACY ACT ; 
PERSONNEL MATTER je 


Re WFO airtel to Bureau, 6/2/80. 


Enclosed for WFO is the executed subpoena tor[ | 


— 


would be maile 1rectly to Kathleen B. Levitz, sSpecia 
orney, Public Integrity Section, Post Office Box 50168, F 
Street Station, Washington, D. C., 20004. 


For info 2) ee advised of the 
subpoena return date of 6/10/80, and that if she should have 
any questions pertaining to said subpoena, she should telephoni- 
cally contact Levitz at said stat telephone ey 
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GARY THOMAS“ ROWE, JR. LS aah 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE pm 
TASK FORCE "REPORT 
LEAK TO. ). PRESS; 
PRIVACY ACT 


PERSONNEL MATTER 


Re Bureau airtels to WFO dated 4/8/80 and 4/11/80. 


Enclosed for Jackson are two copies each of the 
following: A 


(1) Bureau airtel to WFO dated 4/8/80. 
(2) Bureau airtel to WFO dated 4/11/80. 


(3) Department of Justice, Office of Professional 
Responsibility, memo dated 2/19/80, with two copies of 
“New York Times" articles attached, dated 2/17 and 2/18/80. 


(4) Philip B. Heymann, Assistant Attorney General, 
Criminal Division, memo to FBI dated 3/11/80. 


For the information of Jackson, the U.S. Department 
of Justice requested investigation regarding leak of Task 
Force Report to "New York Times" to include interviews of 
members of the Cffice of Professional Responsibility, UsSe- .. 


Department of Justice. Iv o = 


(29 Bureau 
2— Jackson (Enc. 8) 
1l~ WFO 
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WFO 187-9 


Jerry Davis, former Assistant Counsel,. Office of 
Professional Responsibility, is now Assistant U. Se Attorney, 
Jackson, aaa a 
LEADS 


JACKSON” 


. AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. You are requested to 
assign a mature experienced Agent to interview Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Jerry Davis’ ‘concerning any knowledge of 
the facts related to the disclosure. 


Results of investigation should be submitted to | 
the Bureau by report attention: [tti‘Cdq Room - oe 
3050, JEH. pee — - bic 
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GARY THOMAS tROWE, JR. 

DEPARTMENT 0 F JUSTICE 

TASK FORCE REPORT 7, 
LEAK TO PRESS vi 
PRIVACY ACT 

PERSONNEL MATTER 


Re Bureau airtel to WFO dated 4/8/80. 


Enclosed for Birmingham are two copies of referenced 


airtel. 


For the information of Birmingham, WFO d ined 
through U.S. Department of Justice (USDJ) Records 


Force to transcribe interviews o ey witnesses in January and 


February, 1979. 


lso indicated that 


telephone number transcribed some interviews possible 
while she was associated with 
LEADS a 


BIRMINGHAM Pees. 2 ‘ 


the material was contacted by 
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WFO 187-9 
i igation. Determine if she has any knowledge of how bé 
obtained results of the Task Force investigation. b7c 
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or if she has any know- 


ledge of how tained the results of the Task Force 


investigation. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI : 


FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (187-1) (RUC) - 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

TASK FORCE REPORT 

LEAK TO PRESS 


PRIVACY ACT 
PERSONNEL MATTER 


Re SAC airtel to Director, 11/13/80. 


Enclosed for the Burea re three copies of 
n M reporting interviews with and 


Enclosed for WFO are two copies of above-described 
LHM and original interview notes with 
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In Reply, P Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Birmingham, Alabama 
December 11, 1980 


GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
TASK FORCE REPORT 
LEAK TO PRESS 

PRIVACY ACT 

PERSONNEL MATTER 


urnished to the U. S. Department of Justice and the U. S. 
Marshal's Office. 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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12/11/80 


Date of transcription 


was furnished the the interviewing 
agents and the purpose of this investigation. Thereafter, 
he furnished substantially the following informations: 


He does not recall that|___———strranscribed 
any interviews for U. S. Department of Justice attorneys 
in danuary and February, 1979, in connection with GARY 
THOMAS ROWE, JR. He has no records which would re-enforce 
his memory. 


He does recall transcribing testimony taken 
by a special Pederal Grand Jury in Montgomery, Alabama, 
in the mid-1960s in connection with the murder of Mrs. 
VIOLA L1U2Z0. He also recalls that, at a later time, 
he was contacted by an attorney from the Department of 
Justice regarding whether or not he could furnish another 
copy of the second volume of these proceedings. He remembers 
telling this attorney that he does not retain copies of 
his transcriptions or his notes. 


employed by 


He has never been contacted_b 
ae any work done by or the 
+ 5. Department of Justice. He does no now nor has 


he ever heard of 
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resides at 
of the interviewing agent and the purpose of this 
investigation. Thereafter, she furnished the following 
informations 


She is presently employed by 


She has never been contacted / — 
SS this assignment. She has never hear 
9) 
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Airtel to SAC, WFO 
RE: GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 


Section of the Department of Justice was conducting an 
investigation. 


The Department of Justice memorandum dated 3/11/80, 
set forth a request for the Bureau to conduct the investiga-~ 
tion. On 4/4/80, FBIHQ personnel contacted Kathie Levitz 
and Mitch Mars, the two Public Integrity Attorneys assigned 
to the case. Levitz, the attorney in charge of the case for 
the Public Integrity Section, has her office in room_406 of 
the Federal Triangle Building, and her extension is 

During the interview on 4/4/80, Levitz provided 
the following summary of information regarding her investiga- 
tion to date: She stated she had conducted 4 interviews. 
She had interviewed Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., Richard M. 
Rogers, Jerry Davis, all of the Office of Professional 


Responsibility (OPR), Department of Justice, and also b3 
FBI, retired. Levitz offered her rough ae 


notes from these interviews, but was advised to consolidate 
them into a typed form so that she could provide them at 

a later date to the Bureau Agents investigating this case. 
Levitz advised she was leaving Washington, D. C., from 


4/7 - 4/14/80. Prior to departure, she planned on dictating 
a memorandum for authorization to ee 
Dos bevitz additionally 


stated she anticipated presenting information to the 
Federal Grand te = late rae 1980, 


On 4/8/80, FBIHQ personnel contacted Michael E. 
Shaheen, Jr., Counsel, Office of Professional Responsibility, 
U. S. Department of Justice. Also present during this 
contact was Mr. Richard M. Rogers of the OPR. In amplifi- 
cation of written information previously furnished, Mr. Shaheen 
advised that his records disclosed the following with regard 
to the dissemination of the Department of Justice Task Force 
report on Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., dated July, 1979: 


